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Dear Parents & Friends, 
 
 

Consistency and Diversity - an Important Dichotomy 

A lot of people I know will be aware that I am not a huge fan of winter.  I don’t know about you, but I much 
prefer summer to winter.  The short days, cold nights and bitter winds tend to dull the spirit and I look forward 
to the extended days and warmer weather to come.  We are on the upside of winter now with the days getting 
longer by around 2 minutes every 3 days or so and the first sign of blossom being seen on the trees.  

However, if it was always summer or always winter we 
would probably get sick of it. This weather diversity 
actually helps us enjoy and celebrate the good days 
when they come. Who cannot but rejoice in God’s 
blessings when we get a cloudless sunny day and the joy 
of just being alive to see it, how amazing! This joy is but 
a shadow of things to come for Christians. 

Along with this we have just had our Parent Teacher 
Interviews and hopefully your student’s teachers were 
able to inform you of their progress as well as setting 
goals and challenges for them to strive for.  It is important 

to be reminded of these and ensure that as parents we are making our children accountable.  Each child is 
a unique creation and we rejoice in God’s diversity in what we see in them.  This does not mean they are 
perfect - who is?  Certainly the goal of parents, families and schools is to help each child reach their God 
given potential.  Part of this potential is unlocked when each child increasingly takes responsibility for their 
learning and engages in the learning process.  Parents and teachers have an important role in encouraging 
this and supporting their students when they struggle.  

One of the things that helps students to succeed best is routines.  Homework, mealtime and bedtime routines 
help students to have a sense of consistency in their lives which they need to thrive.  Classroom routines 
also help students to learn best.  This is important, but again diversity across class and learning areas helps 
to invigorate and energise students to enjoy the learning process.  So we need both consistency and diversity.  

 

God bless you and your family, 

 
 
Wayne Barker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, 8th August 2018 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
BOOK PARADE 
The Annual Book Parade to celebrate Book Week will take place in Kerang on Friday, 24th August. This year’s 
theme is ‘Find Your Treasure’. This year our primary students will be dressing up as characters from the book 
‘I Wish That I Had Duck Feet’. All primary children will be dressing up in costume which should include one or 
more of the following: duck feet, elephant trunk, whale spout, deer (horns) antlers or a long, long tail. If you have 
other ideas please speak to the classroom teacher. 
 

FATHERS DAY STALL 
On Wednesday, 29th August we will be hosting a Father’s Day stall. All students will have the opportunity to 
purchase a gift with items for sale ranging from $1 - $10. Money raised from the stall will go toward our Student 
Welfare Program. Donations for the stall are most welcome. Parent helpers to run the stall would be greatly 
appreciated. Any goods leftover at the end of Wednesday will be offered for sale to secondary students on 
Friday, 31st August.  
 

WANTED 
The Year 9 / 10 Recycled Art Elective Class is in need of old linen and other old materials. If you have any 
materials laying around that are no longer required, we would greatly appreciate if you could bring them into the 
College office. 
 

WELL DONE 

Recently John Field competed at the Lions Public Speaking competition. John delivered his 
speech very well on Sunday, 29th July at the Lion’s Den in Kerang. 
 
We would like to congratulate John for his participation and for representing Kerang Christian 

College at this level. 

 

THANK YOU 

STAR OF THE MONTH 

Each month one of the Primary School students from each class will be awarded with the Star of the Month.  
This award is given to students who have worked hard, shown perseverance or demonstrated acts of kindness 
to their peers.  The College would like to recognise the achievements of the Primary School students. 
 

Isabelle Strange Deane Reyes Georgia Carse Breeanna Brady 

The College would like to thank Mawson’s for their generous donation of gravel to place at the bottom of our 
raised garden beds for the Kitchen Garden program. Also a special thanks to Paul Gill for getting our garden 
beds in place for use this semester. 
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WELFARE 

G (general) - Suitable for everyone, including children as the content is very mild in impact. 
Parents should be aware that G may sometimes feature material that is not always of interest to 
children. 

PG (parental guidance) - Content is mild in impact. Some movies may contain scenes that 
children find confusing or upsetting and may require the guidance of parents. You should consider 
whether the content may upset younger, or more sensitive children. 

M (mature) - Content is moderate in impact. Films and video games classified M are 
recommended for people aged 15 years and over. 

MA15+, R18+ and X18+ - Restricted category material. This means there are legal restrictions in 
place which limits who can be supplied with a film, DVD or video game that has a restricted 
classification. In regard to MA15+ (Mature Accompanied), this classification is legally restricted to 
people 15 years and over, because the content is considered to be strong in impact. Children 
under 15 years may not legally watch, buy or hire MA 15+ classified material unless they are with 
a parent or adult guardian. You must purchase the movie ticket or video game for the child. A 
person may also be asked by the cinema or retailer to show proof of age. 

 

As a College we have recently become concerned with the developing movie-viewing and game-playing habits 
of our student-body. Movies and video games can be fun and entertaining. However, filtering the content children 
and adolescents are exposed to is critical. In Australia we have some very clear legislation around ‘rating’ TV 
shows, movies and games. These ratings are based on the specific content, including themes, language and 
violence involved. An important thing to note about Australia’s rating system is that it is more stringent than 
America’s. For example, a film rated PG in America may actually be rated M in Australia, so it is always worth 
double checking. 
 
 

One particular game that is proving very popular at present is ‘Fortnite – Battle Royale’. The Australian 
classification for this game is PG – and is not recommended for students 12 years and under. The main reason 
for this classification is the simulated violence – it is a ‘fight to the death’ last man standing wins the game. 
Although the graphics are not gory – and have actually been intentionally designed as a bridging platform for 
young children who have grown out of Minecraft, the essential purpose of the game is to kill everyone else at 
any cost! A further concern is that it is usually played live, online and has the capacity for players to talk with 
each other throughout the game. This raises issues around online safety – especially for kids and adolescents 
– as they will most likely be playing in a game with adults. A good thing to know is that parents can disable this 
function on their gaming platform. 
 
The second big concern is that it has been designed to foster an addictive pattern of play. The average game 
lasts around 20 minutes. This makes the temptation to play ‘just one more’ game very real – which opens up 
another can of worms – how much screen time is too much. But that’s a topic for another day. 
 
The best way to decide on anything your child or young person is watching or playing is to have a look yourself, 
maybe even sit down and try playing a game with your older children who already play. Read reviews, read 
parent forums, watch trailers. You are in charge, which is a great thing. God designed the family, appointing 
parents as the first educators of their children. As a College we are here to support you in any way we can. 
 
If you would like to talk more about this article, or any other issues around screen time etc. please feel free to 
contact me through the College Office. 
 
Caz Anderson 
College Chaplain 
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Name: Mr Steven Ford 
 

What is your role at School? 
Yr 5/6, 7, 8 & 9 Science Teacher, Electives Science Fair 
& World of Woodworking, Yr 5/6 & 8 Christian Studies 
/ Christian Living. 
 

What is your favourite food? 
Steak, Pizza, Parma, Ice-Cream, Cookies, Fudge, Chips 
(the lot), Stromboli, Bread Rolls…….. and lots more! 
 

What is your favourite colour? 
Green & Blue. 
 

What football / sport team do you go for? 
AFL – Richmond Tigers, NBA – Cavs, NFL – Lions & 
Soccer – Manchester City. 
 

What is your favourite holiday destination? 
Anywhere warm where you can SCUBA. 
 

What is your favourite TV show / movie? 
TV – The Blacklist, The Grimm, Sherlock, Teenage 
Mutant Turtles. Movies – Marvel Movies, Star Wars & 
Star Trek. 
 

What family do you have? 
2 Sisters, Jeni (older) & Elizabeth ‘Liz’ (younger) 
 

Do you have any pets? What are their names? 
No, but I’ve had 3 cats, Sneakers (USA), Smokey which 
was my favourite & Scat, my least favourite.  
 

What do you like to do in your spare time? 
As little as possible, video games, Frisbee, watch 
movies & eat. 
 

Is there anything else you might like to tell us? 
I like good questions. 
I can never be President of the United States. 
My favourite number is 8. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW TEACHER PROFILE SCHOOL CALENDAR AND REMINDERS 

 

 

Term 3 - August 
Tues 14th Yr 3 – 10 ICAS - Maths 
Wed 22nd  Yr 10 Camp (3 days) 
Thurs 16th WCSSA Basketball Geelong 
Wed 22nd Book Week Library Visit  
Fri 24th Book Parade 
Wed 29th  Unit 4 Biology Trip 
Thurs 30th Whole School Athletics 
 

September 
Mon 10th  Yr 10 Road Smart 
Wed 12th  Primary Musical  
Fri 21st Footy Colours Day (Last Day of Term 3) 
 

Term 4 - October 
Thurs 11th Step into Prep 
Thurs 18th  Year 7 Orientation 
Fri 19th  Last day of Year 12 
Mon 22nd  Year 12 Celebration Day 
Tues 23rd  Year 12 Dinner 
Mon 29th Year 5/6 Camp – Canberra (5 days) 
 

PRAYER POINTS 

• Praise God for a great Year 7 transition day. 

• Pray for enrolments for 2019. 

• Pray for the upcoming Book Parade and for 
those organising the event. 

• Pray for staff and students as they work together. 

STAFF PROFILE 

Via Care Monkey:  

• Year 10 Camp     31/7 

• Book Parade (Primary)   1/8 

• Book Week Library Visits (Primary)  1/8  
 

Via Email: 

• Year 3/4 Camp Letter    1/8 
 

Via Handout: 

• Head Lice Letter (Primary)   3/8 

• Year 10 Camp Information   6/8 
 
 

COMMUNICATION 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

• Northern District Community Health will be 
presenting a Body Confident for Children & 
Teens seminar on Monday, 10th September. 
The seminar is Free, see the attached flyer for 
further details. 

• Gannawarra Library Service – see attached 
flyer for further information. 


